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Global Risk Register 2012 and 2022



Participants’ brain 
activity while 
considering their 
Future Selves 
more closely 
resembled brain 
activity while 
thinking about a 
'Current 
Other' rather than 
the 'Current Self'.



Economic gains for top and bottom earners in Australia



Australian Life Expectancy 1950-2100



The 
World is 
unstable 
for 6.75 
trillion 
people 



“Never has so 
much been lost 

by so many 
because of the 
indecision of so 

few”

Loyale Carner, British Hip Hop 
Artist



Wales’ journey to Net Zero



Sustainable Development Principle

Public Bodies should seek to ensure 
that they meet today's needs without 
compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.

Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015
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The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act



Future Generations Commissioner 
The Guardian of the interests of the future generations of Wales



Future Generations Commissioner 

• Being the voice of future generations
• Proposing country wide policy reform
• Simplified advice and ideas for action
• Unpicking policies systems and regulations of old 
• Intervening in poor policy/bad decisions
• Connecting departments/organisations
• Convening
• Building a movement 
• Training and awareness raising
• Providing advice on wellbeing 

plans/objectives/indicators 
• Banging heads together
• Explaining what the Act requires – again and again and 

again

In reality this means……
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5 Ways of Working



Social Determinants of Health
Evidence from the WHO Health Equity Status Report showed only 10% of the 
inequality in health status is due to health services.
Income, Living Conditions, and Social Capital have a wider impact on the health of citizens across Europe.

Decomposing the Gap in health status between poorest and 
richest income quantiles over 36 EU countries



Well-Being 

ImprovesPublic 

Transport & 
active travel

Universal 
Basic Income Give families a boost to 

keep good food on the 

table, spend on transport, or 

invest in extra curricular 

activities

Reducing 

emissions, 

reducing transport 

poverty  & 

encouraging 

active travel

Decarbonisation 
of Homes

Community 

Food Strategy

Tackling Climate Change & 

reducing fuel poverty- Making 

sure children have a safe and 

warm home

A strategy for locally procured 

and produced food, helping 

farmers & families

Revolutionising 
energy 

ownership

Free School 
Meals

Reducing  global 

influence on  

energy prices

Connecting the dots: 
The Well-being 

Sweet Spot



Making decisions for the future





The Act in Action- Transport

2018 2019 2021 2022

Enquiry on new 

motorway ends

Freeze on new road 

building projects to 

explore sustainable 

options

Future Generations 

Act Intervention- the 

road plans are 

scrapped

Increase from 5 

million to 75 million 

investment in active 

travel from 2016-

2021 

all residential roads in 

the country will have 

the speed limit 

reduced to 20mph

New transport 

Strategy for Wales

Reduced spending from 

2/3 to 1/3 of budget on 

roads 

Horizon 3?

Commuter-less 

communities?

Car free cities?

Minority of people 

able to drive?

Travelling near the 

speed of sound?



Reactive Preventative 
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A road to Universal Basic Income



Landfill Reuse Reconnect

Novo Nordisk

Benthyg (Welsh for 
‘borrow’): The 

Library of Things

Community 
Repair Cafes



Novo Nordisk

Reducing 
waste 

Tackling loneliness 
Tackling poverty
Bringing communities together
Improving health
Building skills
Reducing emissions

=X
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A future fit education –
less Latin, more life





My Hope: A Future Generations World

Irish Parliament & 
Foreign Minister Marc 
Marc O’Cathasaigh 
Simon Coveney

Scottish Minister 
Patrick Harvie

UK Future 
Generations Bill
Lord Bird

UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres

President of the EU 
Commission
Ursula Von der Leyen



“Great spirits have always
encountered violent 
opposition from 
mediocre minds (and 
systems)" so keep going………

Einstein


